
From the Governorõs Corner: 

    The 2008-2009 Civitan Year is winding down, two-thirds gone.  Itõs appropriate that we 
think about some of the things we are proud of having had the chance to accomplish this year, 
as well as to consider some of the things that we hope to get 
done during the remaining four months. 

    Weõve made initial progress toward our goal to òGet the 
Word Out.ó  Our External Communications Committee, 
chaired by Terry Crouch, has enlisted the assistance of nu-
merous òmovers and shakersó within Civitan, including our 
district, other districts and also International, with much 
thought being given to a long list of possibilities for establish-
ing better communications both within and outside Civitan. 
Good work, Terry. 

    Growth, Retention & Development Chair Melba Daniel 
has been very active, enlisting the aid of a number of other good Civitans to provide service in 
all three of these important areas. 

     We are finalizing preparations to host the 2009 Jr. Civitan International Convention in 
Marietta.  We didnõt ask for the privilege of doing this, but were asked by International to do 
it, which is indicative of Internationalõs confidence that we could do the job well (word must 
have gotten out to Mary Luck that Connie McManus would agree to coordinate the affair!).  
Already the Georgia Districtõs clubs have contributed $5,000.00 as compared to last yearõs 
host district clubs having contributed approximately half that amount.  In addition, Internal 
Communications Chair Ginny Herring has saved us another $5,000.00 by reducing the budg-
eted amount for the newsletter by about that much, and this assures a successful convention 
from the financial standpoint. However, Connie keeps telling everyone not to listen to me, 
but to send more money!  Iõm sure we will host a memorable convention. 

     One of our goals was to encourage more contributions to the Civitan International Re-
search Center.  While itõs too early to reach any conclusions, I encourage the Georgia District 
and our clubs to take advantage of the Chesapeake Foundationõs willingness to match funds 
contributed by individuals and clubs as well.  The Georgia District plans to make a substantial 
contribution also. See Civitan Magazine, May 2009 Issue, page 15 for details.  These contribu-
tions count toward Civitans at the Helm. 

     The Georgia District Civitan Foundation is encouraging clubs and individuals to honor club 
presidents and distinguished service members by purchasing a Life or Fellow Membership in 
their honor.  Memberships may be purchased in memory of deceased members as well. 
Wayne Howell is Treasurer and will accept membership purchases and answer your ques-

tions.  Snow him under with your responses! 

     A goal that there is still time to reach is the chartering of a new club, and/or enlisting new 
members for existing clubs plus retaining some that might be on the verge of leaving.  Donõt  
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                 Governor Lanier King 



    
Hello Fellow Civitans, hope your ready to plug it in.  The Junior Civitan International Convention 
is upon us.  Thanks to all who have shown an INTEREST and made this possible.  We should all 
commend Connie who generated INTEREST in project and made it work. 

   Our economy has low INTEREST Rates.  Civitans are gathering strength to gain INTEREST in 
Civitan.  How will we find the best INTEREST? 

   Oconee County Civitan found INTEREST selling BBQ at Arts Festival, Whitehead Civitan 
found INTEREST at a Ham & Egg supper at their Clubhouse, Lanierland Civitan found INTER-
EST in Challenged Child School for special needs and Winterville Civitan found INTEREST in 
Chicken BBQ & Auction while reviving the Marigold Festival. 

   Iõm looking for ways to develop INTEREST in my year as Governor.  My communication chan-
nels are looking for the highest INTEREST rates.  My INTEREST will capitalize on our strengths 
to fight our weaknesses. 

   A small amount of INTEREST can mean a lot when weõre working with large numbers.  Small 
numbers need to draw more INTEREST to become noticeable.  To develop existing numbers 
which draw better INTEREST, should we combine numbers?  Perhaps a plan can be developed by 
Skyline & Atlanta Civitans to escalate INTEREST rate. 

  The Albany Civitans may be few in number, but Camp Civitan draws a lot of INTEREST.  Camp 
Big Heart Civitans are large in number and draw a lot of INTEREST.  Whatõs the difference?  IN-
TEREST is the same, itõs the numbers that differ.  INTEREST is determined by the Special Needs 
compounding daily.  Letõs pray for this INTEREST in June. 

  Special Needs, high INTEREST, determined my involvement in the Easter Egg hunt with Fayette 
County Civitans.  People First of Henry County, a 501-C3 organization with approximately 75 
members, had similarities of McDonough Civitan.  I wonder if there could be enough INTEREST 
to cover dues for these Special Needs People if they would become McDonough Civitans? 

  I have a lot of thoughts and value all opinions.  Hope I can make a difference for Civitan in Geor-
gia.  Maybe you can help me find some INTEREST? 

Governorõs Elect Corner 

òLearn from  

yesterday,  

live for  

today, 

 hope for 

 tomorrow.ó 
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Governorõs Corner Continuedéééé... 

miss an opportunity to strengthen the Georgia District and aid International in its programs.  
Weõre all Civitans sharing the same mission, to build a better world through Civitan. By helping a 
club, we help the district and International.  

    Of course we all look forward to the Georgia District Convention, again to be held at the King 
& Prince, St. Simons Island, Georgia.  Your early reservations and attendance will make another 
first class convention.  Plan to be there.  Our featured guest will be International President and 
Mrs. Danny Jackson. 

     My thanks to all the District and Club Officers who are serving so well. I am especially grateful 
for the assistance of District Secretary Linda Lane and Treasurer Louise Crapps, both of whom 
have kept me out of too much trouble up to this point.  The rest of you are not forgotten---Iõm 
just out of space. 

Lanier King, Governor 2008- 2009   



             It has been my pleasure to serve as Area 7 Director for the Crossroads, Dublin, Hawkinsville, International 
City, Kaolin, and Warner Robins Civitan Clubs for the 2007-2009 Civitan years.  I have enjoyed getting to know 
the members better and learning more about what other clubs are doing for their community.  Serving as a District 
Officer gives you more insight to the three main purposes of CivitanéFellowship, Service, and Knowledge.  I ex-
tend my thanks to the 2007-08 & 2008-09 Club Presidents for their support, the friendship they have extended to 
me, and making me feel welcome at their club meetings. 

 I would like to say one more thing to the Area 7 Clubs and all the other clubs in the Georgia Civitan Dis-
trict.  Please donõt get disillusioned when your membership gets low and you canõt find new members for your 
club.  Whether your club has 5 members or 50 members, the important thing to remember is what you and your 
members do for your community.  We are all volunteers and everything and anything that we do to help others is 
important and makes a big difference in someoneõs life.  If we donõt do it, who will?  So think twice (or three 
times) before you decide to give up on your Civitan club.  Somebody in your community needs you.  You are a 
VERY IMPORTANT PERSON!!  

 I am Civitan: as old as life, as young as the rainbow, as endless as time.  My Heart beats for every friend, 
bleeds for every injury to humanity, and throbs with joy at every triumph of truth.  My Hope is for a better world 
through Civitan.  My Pledge: To practice the Golden Rule and to build upon it a better and nobler citizenship. 

Area 7 Directorõs Report by Linda Lane 
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We have an excellent International Board of dedicated Civitans who want only the best for our organization. For the 

past several months, all of the Board members have been directly involved in a strategic planning effort. We are trying 

a different approach this year and I see a lot of promise for the expected results. Our July meeting in Las Vegas will be 

fleshing out the details of the plan. 

The Civitan International Research Center remains a high priority for me and for all of Civitan. I hope all Civitans will 

redouble their efforts to support the Center with individual contributions through Civitans at the Helm, the Presidents 

Club and the Breakthru Golf Tournament on July 6, 2009 in Las Vegas. This is an excellent way for you to provide at 

least two representatives for your District. Raise or send $3,000.00 through your District payable to Civitans at the 

Helm.      

        Another important challenge forever before us is membership. We are entering the critical last quarter and a major push is needed 

to keep our growth year stretch moving forward. Civitan membership is down in each of the three districts in Region 2 and overall in 

Civitan International. All three of the Region 2 Districts need to emphasize new Club Building and Membership. Call on me to help, 

please. 

At the end of November, Governor Lanier, the Georgia District was only down 9 but the District is now down about 63. Wrong direc-

tion! This can easily be made up by turning on the Savannah, Sandtown, Chattahoochee, Golden Isles (which has added 2 new 

folks!), Crossroads and Southwest Fulton Clubs for 2-3 new members within the next month! How about a challenge that can be met? 

I also hope many are planning to go to Las Vegas July 6-8! The new room rate for the Hilton is only $59.00! I will see you there and I 

hope I can call a few more great Georgia Civitans by name! 

Civ i tan Internat ional Director ,  Region 2 by Wi l l iam D. Rentz 



Members of the Chesapeake District's Foundation recently approved a special program which 
will allow Civitans to increase the impact of their individual and club giving. 
Any club that contributes at least $10 per member to the Civitans at the Helm program will 
have its contribution matched dollar-for-dollar by the Chesapeake District's Foundation. Clubs 
will receive Civitans at the Helm credit for both their contribution and the Chesapeake District 
Foundation's match. 
The Chesapeake District's Foundation will also match individual donations of any amount, so 
members can easily double their personal contributions to the Civitans at the Helm program. 
Donations to the Civitan International Golf Benefit are also available for matching. 
Contributions must be received by September 30 to be eligible. The first $100,000 of club do-

nations and the first $100,000 of personal donations will be matched, so clubs and individuals 

should make their contributions soon to take advantage of these matching funds 

Area 2 Repor t by Sue Andrews 

Camp Big Heart. The summer camp is full to capacity and many are on the waiting list. 150 

participants will be attending each weekñthe first week begins June 14 and the second week 

the 21st. Donations have been generous and many clubs have volunteered to serve refresh-

ments. Lanierland. The club received the 2007-2008 Honor Club banner patch and the 2007-

2008 Civitans at the Helm banner Patch at the Spring-wide meeting in McRae on April 25, 

2009. Oconee County.  The club participated at the Arts Festival in Whitehead Athens. The 

club made $889 at their famous Ham and Egg fundraiser in April. Donations will be made to 

CIRC, Project Safe, Empty Stockings and buy book bags for a local elementary school. Winter-

ville . The Marigold Festival returned to Winterville on May 16th. There were lots of people 

there even if it did rain. The club had a successful BBQ chicken lunch and auction, clearing 

about $6,000. The club also has built two (2) handicap ramps. 
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Area 9 Directorõs Report by Betty Lastinger 

 On March 10, 2009, I had an area meeting in Moultrie where we had a good attendance 

from Cook County Civitan, Pelham Civitan and Magnolia Civitan. Our immediate Past 

Governor George Chandler was the speaker. He is a member of the Golden Isles Club so 

he represented that club at the meeting. The Valdosta Civitan Club already had plans for 

that night so no one was able to come to the area meeting from their club. I never heard 

from Savannah. All clubs have been pretty busy on their own Civitan projects. Pelham has 

been able to get six new members while the rest of us keep working and inviting people 

but have not gotten as many new members as Pelham. Cook County has gotten three new 

members so I am proud of them too. Cook, Pelham and Magnolia have been busy selling 

onions to be delivered in early May. Valdosta is busy on their òDinner Theatre nightó for 

May 13th. They have lost a couple of people due to moving away and are trying hard to 

get some new members. 

Double Your Investment - Guaranteed!  



Committee Members:  Ray Marden, George Chandler, Shari Dorminey, Ralph Dorminey, Faye Evans, Al Saunders, 
Mike Hollifield, Jo Fraser, Sue Andrews, Kenny Martin, James Hudson, Mildred Roberts, Grant Williams & Emily 
Joiner. 

 We are over half way through our 2008-09 Civitan year and our District, as with all of the Civitan Organization, 
is experiencing a decrease in membership. This is not good!  I would dare say that most is due to the countryõs current 
economic situation.  To protect the survival of oneõs family, it begins with making choices and eliminating expenses, not 
because they are not important but because it is necessary.  Eating out, travel, club participation are put on the back 
burner or completely eliminated.  Not only this, but because of smaller membership in clubs, existing members are doing 
all of the work causing burn out and boredom.  This is not good! 

 These situations should not prohibit each of us from reaching out and touching someone with the mission of Civi-
tan.  Tell your friends, neighbors and family, what we do for our communities in the name of Civitan.  Invite them to a 
meeting and be ready to showcase your Club by telling about your projects and fundraisers.  Letõs all make an effort to 
add new members for more and new ideas, more hands to carry out the goals of the clubs and for growth in the Civitan 
Organization. 

 New clubs are needed in our District and there are many available sites. Some are near you!  What a great feeling 
to know that you were part of a Club Building Team that put a Civitan Club on the map for the purpose of improving the 
lives of our fellowman.  Need help getting started?  Call any member on the G,R, & CD Committee and they will be glad 
to help.  Letõs end the year with a new club or two and watch the District grow.  This would be good!  

 

Growth, Retent ion & Club Development by Melba Daniel 
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              The 5th Annual Georgia Civitan District Convention will soon be upon us.  It will be held at the King & 
Prince Beach & Golf Resort on St. Simons Island, August 20-23, 2009.  In this edition of the District Newsletter you 
will find a Registration Form and a General Calendar of Events.  You will notice that the pre-registration fee for the 
convention is $90.  The form and the fees are to be mailed to Linda Lane, Convention Coordinator, 895 Cordele 
Highway, Hawkinsville, Georgia 31036, to be received by the August 5, 2009 deadline.  After that date, the registra-
tion fees will be $115.  SAVE YOURSELF $25 AND REGISTER EARLY! 

 Reservations can be made by calling the King & Prince at 1-800-342-0212 or 912-268-5013 and ask for the 
Civitan District Convention.  The room rates are $129 per night, plus tax.  Deadline for room reservations is July 19, 
2009.  Last year some people could not get a room at the King & Prince because our block of rooms were all taken 
early.  So be sure to call now and make your reservations. 

 It is going to be a fun-filled convention, with lots of great fellowship and delicious food!  Civitan International 
President Danny Jackson and his wife Corrine will be attending.  Please bring auction items and door prizes.  Your 
club will be allowed to set up a Club Brag Table.  Please let us know if you will be setting up a table, so that we have 
plenty of tables available. 

 Make your plans now.  Bring your family.  Support the Georgia Civitan District and join us for the 5th Annual 
Georgia Civitan Convention at the King & Prince on August 20-23, 2009. 

Georg ia Dis tr ict  Convent ion Repor t   by L inda Lane 



The month of May has been quite busy for Line Creek Civitans. May 1st Line Creek and Fayette County Civitans raised 
over $4,000.00 for the American Cancer Societyõs òRelay For Life.ó 

On May 7th we had guest speaker Dr. Alvetta Thomas, President of Atlanta Technical College. She enlightened us about 
the many opportunities the college has to offer. 

On May 21st Line Creek Civitans celebrated five years of existence with Past Presidents Wayne Howell ð2003-2004, 
Steve Riserñ2004-2005, Julia Iveyñ2005-2006, Mary Skeneñ2006-2007, Warren Pincome - 2007-2008, Nell How-
ellñ2008-2009, and President Elect Karen Bradleyñ2009-2010. 

Also, at the May 21st meeting, we had a òSpecial Contributions Nightó. The money raised from our spring Golf Tourna-
ment and the fall òGreat Chili Challengeó totaling $10,000.00 was presented to the Civitan International Research Cen-
ter and several community organizations. 

 

Line Creek Civ i tan Club by Nel l  Howel l 
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Chaplainõs Corner 

 

GENESIS 4:7éé..If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? 

But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; 

It desires to have you, but you must master it. 

 

Remember our Civitan Creedõs statement of: 

MY BELIEF: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 

 

Are you living right? 

When you live right your wonõt be disappointed. 

Youõll be able to look in the mirror and be proud of the person you see: 

A True Civitan. 

 

Chaplain Emory Hatcher 

                                    Georgia Civitan District 
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     The Warner Robins Civitan Club sponsored a prom themed òA Night Under the Starsó honoring Exceptional Students 
attending Houston Countyõs high schools on Friday, March 6th, in conjunction with Exceptional Childrenõs Week.  The 
Houston County High School Partners Club hosted the event which featured complimentary 
D.J. services by Rock D Productions and photos by Curtis Photography.  Approximately 95 
students attended the function which is held annually. 
    Tammy Stewart and Ashley Mimbs were co-chairwomen of this project.  They took the 
ball and ran with it.  Invitations were designed and mailed to all the local schools including 
the òHappy Hour Training Center.ó  Decorations were purchased and several memberõs 
from the club spent the afternoon decorating the huge room where the event was held.                                              

    The students began arriving around 7pm.  The girls were decked out in their prom dresses 
and corsages and the guys in suits and tuxedos.  Once, the D.J. started playing music that 
was all it took to get these students out on the dance floor.  In between songs they hit the food tables and the Hawaiian 
Punch flowing fountain. 

    The superintendent of schools and many faculty members from the various schools also attended this event.  In addition, 
several family members and bus drivers were on hand to cheer the students on. 

Warner Robbins Civ i tan by Judy Mason 

Druid Hi l ls  Civ i tan Club by Bet ty  Smal l /Gayle McKinney 

Our club has had a busy year, and has recently added two new members. We continue to have outstanding speakers on a 

variety of topics, such as: Ken Thomas, an AJC columnist, on òGenealogical Frontiersó, with an emphasis on DNA re-

search; noted artist Weyland Moore from Decatur, who has recently been part of an Atlanta Exhibition and who displayed 

some of his paintings; and Sarah and Eugene Martin who spoke on òThe Beginnings of American Musicó. On April 28th, we 

hosted the Atlanta Area Civitan Meeting at the Druid Hills Golf Club. The meeting was well attended with Shannon Lang-

ford, the new administrator of Camp Big Heart, as speaker. Shannon brought us up-to-date on what is going on at the 

Camp. She already has 300 campers signed up, with 150 per session, which is the Campõs capacity. She mentioned that 

additional sponsors for the campers are needed. 

Druid Hills Civitan is sponsoring two campers at Camp Big Heart this year and giving a $25.00 gift card for a cabin coun-

selor to use for the cabin theme. The club has also given a contribution for the Junior Civitan International Convention to 

be held at the Doubletree Marietta Hotel on June 25-28, 2009. Some members have volunteered to help at the Convention 

if needed. 

Members of our club are writing a synopsis of a line from the Civitan Creed each month. 

Gerda Verdes wrote: òWhat is a creed? The word derives from credere, meaning trust or belief. Within the context of religion it means a 

brief statement of religious belief. In the secular world, it also means a set of fundamental beliefs. The first line of our Civitan Creed reads: 

ôI am Civitan: as old as life, as young as the rainbow, as endless as time.õ What does that mean? I am old, for sure, but not 

that old. A rainbow is a very ephermeral thing, here today, gone tomorrow. And endless as time is a dimension not easy to comprehend.  

When I read these lines over and over, there seems to be quite a similarity to one of our churchõs prayers: ôGlory be to the Father, and to 

the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.õ 

Civitan is not strictly a religious organization, but the basic priniciple are very similar to Christian beliefs: Love they neighbor, do 

good, make the world a better place to live in. It was like this thousands of years ago, it should be like this now, and if humanity 

is to survive, we will have to follow these principles in the future, forever, in the world without end. Our Civitan organization is a 

beautiful vehicle for these beliefs. This is my understanding of the first line of the Creed.ó 
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Atlanta Tech Civ i tan by Deborah Johnson-Blake 
 

Flaming Star Quilt 
 

 

 

 

 

The Atlanta Tech Civitan Club is proud to announce that Gaby Martin of Warner Robbins, Georgia was the winner 

of our annual Motherõs Day Raffle. Ms. Martin won the beautiful Flaming Star Quilt at the Spring District-Wide 

meeting held on April 25, 2009 at Little Ocmulgee State Park & Lodge. This gorgeous guilt was made and donated 

by Mrs. Loretta Ward, one of our faithful and loyal members. 

 

 

  
On June 13, 2009, the Atlanta Tech Civitan Clubõs service project/program partners, The Giving Back Foundation 

will host its annual Leadership S.O.A.R. Summit on the campus of Atlanta Technical College. Leadership S.O.A.R. is 

structured to build strong leadership and self-esteem in youth. S.O.A.R. stands for Service Opportunity combined 

with Actions equals Results.  This program provides leadership opportunities through motivating mentors who are 

committed to uniting our youthõs growth, development, and self-sufficiency. Leadership S.O.A.R. is designed for ele-

mentary and middle school youth who want to learn and apply leadership principles. 

Duluth Civ i tan Club by Ter ry Crouch 

The Duluth Civitan Club recently held a membership recruitment meeting. They had 10 guests, 4 have joined and 

expect at  least 2 or 3 more to become a part of our club. They have momentum now and hopefully will meet 

their goal of 10 new members. This is one of two annual membership meetings that our club plans to host this 

year. 


